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good in the world. 
Tim Sullivan and Alex Wissner-Gross want to do 

 
their Web properties generate. 
operators of Internet sites calculate how much CO2 
change, they built a software "widget" that lets 
awareness that computers contribute to climate 
Internet site at a time. With the hope of raising 
respectively, decided to take on global warming, one 
So the two doctoral students from Yale and Harvard, 

 
sites generating 300,000 visitors a month. 
widget was launched Oct. 24 and is attached to Web 
install on their sites, is seeing rapid adoption. The 
Their creation, which operators can download and 

 
student, said this week in a telephone interview. 
day in a month," Sullivan, who is a history of art 
"Our estimate is we could have 1 million visitors a 

 
laptops and the servers that run the sites. 
of electricity needed to run their desktop PCs or 
spend on Web sites and then calculating the amount 
The software works by tracking the time people 

power from renewable sources.
"offsets," which pay for planting trees or producing 
generate can redress their consumption by buying 
Site operators who keep track of the CO2 their sites 

animals.
decades, disrupting the environment for plants and 
dramatically shift the global climate in coming 
Scientists believe the increasing heat could 
heat from the sun and raises temperatures on Earth. 
gases generated when fossil fuels are burned, traps 
Carbon dioxide, the most prevalent of greenhouse 

the buildup of greenhouse gases might fall short.
Byers, said he worried that current efforts to combat 
Doerr, a partner at Kleiner Perkins Caufield and 
design, or TED, conference in Monterey in March. 
delivered at the technology, entertainment and 
address Silicon Valley venture capitalist John Doerr 
software calculator after listening to a passionate 
The two students say they struck upon the idea of a 

that individuals were contributing, the pair say.
very problem he hoped to solve. His message was 
they used to watch Doerr's Webcast fueled the 
Gross came when it dawned on them the computers 
The moment of realization for Sullivan and Wissner-

found at 
installed on 251 Web sites and blogs. It can be 
five hours. The software, available for free, is now 
So they sprang into action, building the widget in 

www.co2stats.com .

100 billion pounds of CO2 a year.
estimate that the entire Internet generates more than 
breathing for 4.5 minutes. That adds up. The pair 
equal to the amount one person generates by 
Web site generates three grams of CO2 - roughly 
It works on the assumption that three minutes on a 

of civil and environmental engineering, said the 
Stanford University's Mark Jacobson, professor 
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reasonable. 
assumptions behind their calculations are 

 
of greenhouse gases. But first things first. 
environmental concern by addressing other sources 
student, say they hope to capitalize on 
Sullivan and Wissner-Gross, who is a physics 

 
received attention in the past," said Sullivan. 
"Our first target is the Internet, which has not 

Contact Mark Boslet at mboslet@mercurynews.com
or (408) 920-5425.

 
 


